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WCC Envoy Returns from South Africa 


(Geneva) - Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, returned to Geneva on Monday, Nay 2, from a 12-day visit 
to the Union of South Africa, 


He made the trip at the request of the officers of the World Council to 
visit WCC member churches in the Union to formulate recommendation to the WCC 
concerning steps which might be taken by it and by the churches in South Africa 
to promote just solutions and reconciliation in the present emergency. (See 
Special Report, EPS N° 16). Dr. Bilheimer is expected to make a full report 
on his trip this week. 


Interviewed on his return, Dr, Bilheimer said he had been very cordially 
“received. He said he had had meetings with the leaders of all WCC member 
churches, including the moderators of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Trans- 
vaal, Dr. A.M. Meiring; of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape, Dr. Ase 
van der Merwe, and of the Hervormde Church, Dr, A,J.G, Oesthuizen; Archbishop 
Joost de Blank, of the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican); Dr. 
L,A. Hewston, president of the Methodist Chureh; Dr. A.H. Munro, moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church; the Rev, B.l. Molaba, of the Bantu Presbyterian 
Church, and Dr. W.N,H. Tarrant, of the Congregational Union. 
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Stressing the function of the WCC in helping to promote consultation among 
the churches and the reconciliation of different points of view, Dr. Bilheimer 
said he had also had a number of ccnsultations with non-white Africans, Afri- 
kaners and English-speaking South Africans, 


"There is no doubt," he said, "that the situation in the Union of South 
Africa is one of the greatest complexity, and that therefore consultation, es- 
pecially among the churches, is of the highest importance, in particular when 
that consultation includes leaders from the different races and convictions." 
Dr, Bilheimer added that all of the 10C's member churches in South Africa are 
committed tothe establishment of justice and the maintenance of human dignity, 
and stressed the importance of supporting every measure taken by the churches 
towards this end. HPS, Geneva 


Slowness of Change in South Africa Deplored 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) — The general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
says that despite progress in the church situation in South Africa "changes do 
not go far enough" to meet adequately the rapidly developing situation. 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, Switzerland, told 200 delegates of 30 US 
denominations attending the annual meeting of he US Conference for he World 
Council of Churches, last week at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., that no church in South 
Africa any longer maintains that apartheid is to be defended on a biblical ba- 
sis, 


“Voices challenging the apartheid policy have been heard from Christian 
leaders, including some of the Dutch Reformed Church, and there is certainly 
more fraternal interracial contact than there used to be," he said, 


But the changes are too slow, he continued. He cited a statement made at 
a conference of the Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa a decade ago. It 
said that “no people inthe world worth their salt will be content indefinitely 
with no say, or only an indirect say, in the affairs of the state or the socio- 
economic organisation of the country in which decisions are taken about their © 
interests and future", 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft observed that for some time the challenge to states~ 
manship in South Africa has been how to avoid having the masses permeated by a 
sense of frustration which could only have the most dangerous results for the 
future of the country. 


"The tragedy is that the majority of white South Africans have not faced 
these obvious facts. We must hope that after the tragic events of recent weeks 
their eyes will be opened before it is too late. 


"Mere condemnation and threats will hardly improve this situation," he 
warned, “And in any case the ecumenical way is the way of fraternal conversa- 
tion, of persuasion and of reconciliation," 


That is why, he said, the World Council has sent an associate general se- 
cretary, Dr. Kobert S. Bilheimer, an American on its Geneva staff, to South 
Africa to consult with the Council's eight member churches there. (See page cB 


In a review of the World Council's tasks today the general secretary said 
that the international body needs to involve more people in determining its po- 
licies. ‘We need all the churches! men and women who share fully in the res- 
ponsibility for working out what must be the common message and common action 
of the churches with regard to the world issues of our time," 
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In another session delegates were told that even the most optimistic fore- 
casts of expanded food production do not provide any permanent escape from fa- 
mily limitation, 


Dr. Richard M, Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission of the Chur- 
ches on International Affairs and a leading authority on Christian responsibi- 
lity and the population explosion, declared that "man does not live by bread 
alone, even at the material level", He also needs education and recreation, 
"some space in his ‘togetherness! to develop the kind of personal and community 
life which God intends for His children," Dr. Fagley said. 


"To have life 'more abundantly! from the Christian perspective is to de- 
velop primarily a quality of life rather than to expand quantitatively to some 
kind of dehumanised anthill," he declared. 


"The UN demographers tell us that 600 years of the present rate of growth 
would leave one square metre of land per person, a density roughly twenty times 
as great as that of New York City. Even if chemistry could provide nutriment 
for such a human mass, only the fanatic could regard the prospect as either 
tolerable or possible," he said. “There is no real escape from the doctrine of 
responsible parenthood," 


The Protestant churchman derided the argument put forward by "some 'ferti- 
lity cult! apologists" that "space ships to greener planets might provide an 
alternative to facing the necessity of family planning," or that "disease con- 
trol" by improving longevity will automatically age the population and thus 
limit the birth rate. “Lower death rates do mean more old people, and also 
more young people and babies. They do not affect the age composition very 
much,” 


Although enlarged food supplies “offer no cure-all any more than does the 
extension of family planning by itself", any solution of the current population 
explosion must depend on advances of food production, he said. "A stepped up 
Semon esOeeccelerate agricultural advance in the poorer countries is) noveonim 
necessary but long overdue." 


A review of the church situation in East Germany, which he described as 
"one of the major problems of the ecumenical movement", was presented by Bishop 
Johannes Lilje, head of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). 


He told the meeting that East Germany is a battlefield and the Cnurch is 
the protagonist fighting the totalitarian state. "But the Church as a body is 
unable to speak, for it has very little'means of raising its voice in public.” 


"Therefore, in the present church situation in Hast Germany the problem 
is largely that of the Christian individual," the bishop said. 


"Two groups of the population," he said, “are at present under heavy pres- 
sure from the government: the farmers, who are forced into collectivisation, 
and the pastors, who are having to face the possibility that the system of re- 
ligious instruction inthe schools may break down." 


In the case of the farmers, Dr. Lilje, reported, the present situation is 
desperate, The free farmer, whose family has in many cases been working on the 
same piece of land for generations, is in danger of liquidation. Enforcement 
of collectivisation is contrived by subtle methods of intimidation and isola- 
tion, 


The pastors! dilemma, he continued, is no less grave, Owing to arbitrary 
laws which are now beginning to be enforced, children are not allowed to re- 
ceive religious instruction until two hours after regular classes have ended. 
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“In practice, it is not possible for the pastors to give any reasonable amount 
of religious instruction on this basis." 


The pastors are further handicapped, he said, by the new Communist cere- 
monies replacing the Christian ceremonies of Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage 
and Funeral, Especially important is the "Youth Dedication" ceremony, the sub- 
stitute for Confirmation. In some parts of the country there has been as much 
as a 90% drop in the number of those undergoing Confirmation, he reported, be- 
cause the subtle wording of the dedication and the stress laid on the ceremony 
for he child's future place in society havecaused many parents to give way. 

“In these cases how far is the pastor bound to say !Do not consider the, con- 
sequences!?" Dr. Lilje asked. "The matter is one of individual conscience." 
EPS, Geneva 


US Methodists Back Negro Unit Policy 


(Denver) - The quadrennial General Conference of the Methodist Church, the 
Church's top legal and policy making body, has overwhelmingly rejected efforts 
to hasten the abolition of its all-Negro Central Jurisdiction. (See EPS N° 2) 


Nearly 800 delegates agreed after six hours debate to retain the church's 
present machinery, set up four years ago, that provides for the gradual elimina- 
tion of the segregated non-geographic jurisdiction, which embraces all except 
26,000 of the church's 393,000 Negro members. 


The vote supported a four-year study made by a seventy-member fact-finding 
commission which had opposed “drastic legislation" as a means of solving the 
segregation problem and advocated "education and experimentation in the creat— 
ing of a climate - spiritual and psychological -— in which an inclusive Metho- 
dist Church will be a reality", The Methodist Church functions through five 
geographic jurisdictions and the Negro jurisdiction, each of which elects its 
own bishops and sends representatives to central boards and agencies. . 


Charles C. Parlin, New York corporation lawyer, who headed the study com-— 
mission, said he had been guided in defending the "gradual approach" in large 
measure by the opinions of many Negro churchmen. 


When first issued in February, the report touched off a series of sharp 
denunciations both by northern liberal groups within the church who Saw it as 
endorsing an unjust status quo (see BPS N° 6) and by southern church leaders 
who felt some of its recommendations would tend to weaken tne powers of the 
jurisdiction and thus open the doors to ultimate racial integration. (See 
EPS Ne 3) 


At another session hopes were voiced that the drafting of a plan for or- 
ganic union of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church 
may be completed in two years,. However, Bishop Frederick B. Newell, chairman 
of the church's Commission on Church Union, reported conversations concerning 
union with the Episcopalians have come to "a period of quiescence" and it is 
unlikely that any further conversations will be held till after a meeting of 
Anglican bishops in 1968. EPS, Geneva 


Peril to Church Unity Feared in US Campaign Debates 


(New Haven) — The controversy over the religion of Senator John F. Kennedy, a 
Roman Catholic who is a leading contender for the Democratic nomination for 
the US presidency, may threaten the movement towards world Christian unity, in 
the opinion of a prominent Roman Catholic and a Protestant leader. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 
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Dean Liston Pope of Yale Divinity School said that if the controversy 
should grow, "we in America may need to call a top-level conference of Catholic 


hate leaders to forestall any setback in the growing ecumenical move- 
ment", 


Dean Pope, who is a member of the Central Committee of the Yorld Council 
of Churches, was joined in his opinion by the Rev. Gustave Veigel, Sede, a Ro- 
man Catholic theologian. 


Father Weigel said Senator Kennedy's religion “is not a real issue and not 
directly relevant" to ecumenicity, but that the controversy could be harmful 
because "it may be divisive". 


Both agreed that a top-level Roman Catholic-—Protestant conference would 
be effective if it met the facts squarely and avoided "religious platitudes". 


The two theologians were interviowed at the fiftieth annual convocation 
of the Yale Divinity School. EPS, Geneva 


Argentine ilethodists Map Expansion Programme 


(New York) - Methodists in Argentina have outlined an expansion programme to 
add 45 new congregations for a total of 225 and increase their membership from 
9,000 to 12,000 persons in’the next four years, 


They also have plans to ordain (new ministers, train 25 new deaconesses 
and receive 10 additional missionary couples from the US. 


The programme was described at an interview in New York by Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, head of the church, and one of the six presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches. He is in the US to attend the Metho- 
dist General Conference at Denver, Colorado, 


Bishop Barbieri said the denomination seeks to have a new church in every 
province during the four year period. There are now Methodist congregations in 
12 of the country's 22 provinces, Methodist hostels will also be built at La 
Plata and Tucuman Universities and at various high schools and the production 
of Christian literature will be stepped up. EPS, Geneva 


Orthodox Leader Condemns Anti-Semitism 


(Athens) - A statement denouncing all forms of anti-Semitism as a denial of 
the Christian spirit of love has becn made by His Eminence Theoklitos, Arch 
bishop of Athens and All Greece. 


Issued for Holy Week and made available for the first time last week in 
English, the 700-word message condemns anti-Semitism as "a sacrilegious, bar- 
barian and anachronistic movement, especially today when what should be fore- 
most is the need of brotherly solidarity and love between all peoples". 


"No Christian can ever forget," the Greek Orthodox prelate said, "that in 
the realm of religion, the Old Testament which we have is a Jewish inheritance. 
Nor can we forget that our Lord Jesus Christ received his flesh from Jews and 
this Sacred Blood which flowed from the Cross for our Salvation, was, in human 
terms, Jewish. 

"We cannot forget that our first brethren in Christ in Palestine ... were 


Jews (nor) that the teachers and Apostles of Christianity in Greece were, in 
terms of flesh, Jews." 
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Observers noted that the release of the message during Holy Week was sige 
nificant because of the number of references in Orthodox Holy Week anthens , 
such as those to "the blind Jews", which might be construed as anti-Semitic, 
In some parts of Greece it was at one time the custom to burn an effigy of a 
Jew on Good Friday, EPS, Geneva 


UK Churches Seek Additional «500,000 for Refugees 


(London) - Protestant and Anglican churches of Great Britain are moving into 
the final phase of World Refugee Year with a major fund-raising Campaign to be 
conducted during Christian Aid Week starting May 9. Volunteers will visit 
about seven million homes during the Week to raise «500,000 (1,400,000). 


Through their own refugee agency, Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of 
the British Council of Churches, the Anglican, Presbyterian and Free Churches 
in the UK have already contributed £500,000 to World Refugee Year, 

EPS, Geneva 


Clemency Appeal Refused 


(Concord, N.H.) -— Governor Wesley Powell of New Hampshire has refused a clemency 
plea by a group of visiting clergymen on behalf of Dr. Willard Uphaus, 69-year 
old Christian pacifist, who is serving a one-year jail term for refusing to 
name guests at the World fellowship Camp, Conway, N.H., of which he is execu- 
tive director. (See EPS N° 10) 


The Governor said that even if he had the power, he would not "pardon or 
otherwise condone the contempt" of Dr. Uphaus and that he had "no doubt at all" 
that his confinement was just. 


The list of Camp guests had been demanded by the State's Attorney General 
for use in his one-man investigation into subversion. 


The group of ministers asking for clemency was headed by the Rev. John 
Swomley, of Nyack, N.Y., national secretary of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, a religious pacifist organisation of clergy and lay members of various 
denominations. EPS, Geneva 


Conservative Protestants Endorse Roman Catholic-Protestant Conversations 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - A group of 14 predominantly conservative US Protestant 
leaders have agreed that the "time is ripe" for conversations between Protest— 
ants and Roman Catholics, 


Such conversations based on "mutual respect" are required to combat the 
common foes of secularism, materialism and paganism, the churchmen said. They 
warned, however, that "such conversations will be fruitful only if the complex- 
ity of the issues and the deep-seated divergences of the two parties are clearly 
recognised and not glossed over". 


The three-day Protestant Council on Roman Catholicism was sponsored by 
Christ's Mission, Sea Cliff, N,Y., which published the monthly Christian Heri— 
tage, formerly The Cmverted Catholic. BPS, Geneva 


US Lutheran Merger Forms New Church 


(Minneapolis) — The American Lutheran Church, with a total baptized membership 
of 2,258,092, has come into being at a three-day constituting convention at 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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The new denomination, which crowns a decade of union negotiations, unites 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Norwegian origin, the Amcrican Lutheran 
Church, of German background, and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, which 
was established by Danish settlers, 


The union was symbolically climaxed at a ceremony witnessed by one thou- 
sand delegates with a three-way handclasp of the presidents of the merging bo- 
dies: Dr. Henry F. Schuh, of the ALC, Dr. Frederik A,.Schiotz, of the BIC, 
and Dr, William Larsen, of the UELC, chairman of the Joint Union Committee 
which prepared for the merger. 


Installed as president of the new body was Dr. Schiotz, 58, who will of- 
ficially begin his six years term of office on January 1, 1961, when the new 
church begins full operations. Dr. Schuh was named honorary president for life, 


At the concluding session the convention issued an appeal for peace and 
unity within the Christian Church. Delegates asked the 5,000 congregations of 
the new denomination to “pray and labour" for "peace within her walls and pros-— 
perity within her palaces", The message will be transmitted to the pastors of 
the new church with a request that it be read at services on Pentecost Sunday, 
June 5, which will mark the opening of a “Year of Jubilee" to celebrate the 
three-way merger. 


The new church replaces the ELC as the third largest Lutheran church in 
the US and reduces the number of Lutheran bodies in the country from 16 to 14. 
A second merger of four other Lutheran bodies scheduled for 1962 or 1963 will 
reduce the number to 11. With the conclusion of this second merger, 95 per 
cent of all the eight million Lutherans in the United States and Canada will 
be in only three bodies: the new ALC; the Lutheran Church in America (the 
name chosen for the 1962-63 merger); and the Lutheran Church-ilissouri Synod. 


All three of the merging bodies of the ALC were members of the Lutheran 
World Federation and the World Council of Churches and formal steps to renew 
these ties have been taken by the new body. EPS, Geneva 


East Berlin to Raze Parish House 


(Berlin) - The City Council of East Berlin is going ahead with plans to raze 
the parish house of St. George in Hast Berlin, despite repeated objections 
from the church's leaders. 


City officials have notified that demolition will begin Nay 16, as part of 
a plan to widen the Stalinallee, East Berlin's main thoroughfare. When it is 
demolished the parish will be left without any place to hold worship services © 
or other activities. (Sec EPS N° 13) EPS, Geneva 


Unity, A Major Interest of European Christian Youth 

(Lausanne) —~ This generation of European Christian youth ~ uore than any other 
in post-Reformation history - is concerned with seeking ways to bring about 
the unity of the churches, 


To a greater degrce than previous generations have been, today's youth 
are critical of their weaknesses and exasperated by the divisions which scpa- 
rate Christians across denominational and confessional lines, 


This is the consensus of national ecumenical youth leadors in twenty 
countries polled in a survey conducted in preparation for the first Ecumenical 
Youth Assembly in Europe to be held July 13 - 24 in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
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The Assembly will be sponsored by the Youth Department of the Yorld Cowcil of 
Churches in co-operation with European national ecumenical youth councils. An 
estimated 1,650 youth whose average age is 21, and 100 young adult leaders are 
expected to attend. 


The youth leaders surveyed based their opinions on the responses from 
groups in which an estimated four to five thousand European youth are study- 
ing the questions of the Church's future raised in a 65-page pre-Assembly study 
booklet. The booklet is based on the Assembly's theme “Jesus Christ - the 
Light of the World" and deals with concerns of the European churches in rela- 
tion to the world and the European situation, to each other and in the local 
parish. Upwards of ten thousand copies of the booklet have been issued in nine 
languages all over the world. 


Pastor Michel Wagner, of Paris, secretary of the Assembly Preparatory 
Committee, Said the survey, which was made as a guide for Assembly leaders, 
revealed these main points: 


1. Huropean youth are riding the crest of the wave of interest in church 
unity which has swept the Continent since the end of the war. They feel "per~ 
sonally responsible" for healing the Church's divisions. 


2. Many do not take seriously the reasons for confessional differences. 
They tend to believe that unity can be achieved "almost spontancously™ if 
there is sufficient goodwill on all sides, without realizing the difficulties 
involved. 


oy Whey are critical of their own churches for not. taking, more posivave 
Steps towards unity and also for their failure "to practice what they preach” 
in some other areas of the ministry. 


4, They are more concerned than church youth of previous years have been 
with reaching their contemporaries outside the church and are dissatisfied and 
often embarrassed by the churches! failure to do so. They think too many of 
the youth activities of the churches are a kind of "talking to ourselves". 


While not all of these conclusions are true of Christian youth in all 
European countries, Pastor Wagner said, they are significant because they re-= 
present the views of a broader cross-section of European Christian youth than 
previously had been polled. 


As the Assembly itself, the study groups surveyed are composed not only 
of students who have usually formed the largest part of church-sponsored youth 
conferences, but of young businessmen, housewives, white collar workers, la- 
bourers and others. 


During the 12-day Assombly they will continue their study of the ques-— 
tions raised by the booklet in small working groups, and in Bible study. They 
also will hear them presented in major addresses by outstanding church leaders. 


The Lausanne Assembly is the first of a series of regional youth con- 
ferences. Similar meetings are scheduled in 1961 in North America, in Latin 
America in 1962, and for later dates in Asia and Africa. EPS, Geneva 
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All's Saturday, May 14- 


Dr. Nolde Sends Open Lettcr to Summit Conference 

(Geneva) -— Dr, 0, Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, has sent an open lettor to the heads of governments 
convening at the Summit Conference in Paris, asking that the Conference "give 
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Clear and unmistakable directives on an equitable starting point in disarma- 
ment" , 


Such directives or "at the lcast an agreed and promising starting point 
in negotiations" are an imperative corollary to any agreement reached concern= 
ing the cessation of nuclear weapons testing, Dr. Nolde writes. 


"The cessation of testing can prove to be a threat as well as a blessing 
to mankind if the nations continue in the manufacture of new nuclear weapons 
without subjecting them to experimental controls," the letter states. "Any 
agreement to stop tests reinforces the requirement to stop production as part 
of a broader system of disarmament with provisions for verification." 


Dr. Nolde is an associate general secrutary of the World Council of 
Churches. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs is a joint 
agency of the WCC and the International Missionary Council. 


Dr. Nolde's letter indicates four points where the Summit Conference can 
make important contributions: 


1, Cessation of nuclear weapons testing. "... The heads of the govern~ 
ments immediately concerned should be able to resolve in substance the few ma- 
jor differences which continue to obstruct final agreement on the cessation of 
nuclear weapons testing." 


2. Disarmament. The Summit Conference can give clear and unmistakable 
directives,on an equitable starting point in disarmament". 


3. Solutions of outstanding problems. In the absence of solutions agreed 
upon to such problems as Berlin and Germany, "the Summit Conferonce will regis- 
term advance if it prevents the situation from deteriorating. It will de- 
monstrate the ability to live with a problem today until tomorrow brings the 
opportune moment for an agreed solution." 


Aero Livineg togéthen in a divided world. ‘To avoid "the risks involvedmam 
co-existence" there must be emphasis on "a common understanding of ways to fa- 
cilitate peaceful competition where differences exist and the growth of com-— 
petition where fundamental principle is not compromised", 


Dr. Nolde's letter informs the heads of government that the World Council's 
172 member churches have by formal resolution endorsed confcrences “at the 
Summit" and that their congregations around the world will be praying for its 
success in worship scrvices tomorrow (Sunday, hay oe 


The letter was adressed to President Charles de Gaulle, France; Prime 
Minister llikita Khrushchev, USSR; Prime Minister Harold MacMillan, United 
Kingdom; and President Dwight D. Eisenhower, United States. (See page 11 
for full text of letter) EPS, Geneva 


African Students Ask Church To Be Vocal 


(Geneva) - Thirty-one African students from 14 countries have called upon 
African churches “not to remain silent, but to speak forth for peace and har- 
mony in equality and justice lest the Church be considered an accomplice in 


all that takes place". 


The appeal, issued as "A Summons for South Africa" by the second African 
Student's Seminar, said the role of the Continent's churches "is to be a senti- 
nel watching over all of God's creation". The 6-day seminar was organised by 
the John Knox House, Geneva, a Presbyterian student centre, under auspices of 
the Department of the Laity of the World Council of Churches, The majority 
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of the students attending are studying in Europe. 


Another resolution, addressed to the World Council of Churches, deplored 
the disunity of the churches which "reflects itself in the African Christian 
community and accounts for a considerable prowortion of the problems facing 
the new African society". The students asked the WCC to “intensify its efforts" 
towards unity and to do everything in its power to bring about an equitable 
solution to South Africa's problems. 


Theme of the seminar was “The Role of the Christian in a New African So- 
ciety". The students mct in small discussion groups organised along vocational 
lines — politics, science, education and church -— to discuss the implications 
of the Christian faith in these fields and in full group to discuss such 
questions as the role of women in African society and the role of the African 
Christian living in Europe. A similar seminar for Asian students living in 
Europe is being planned by the 'CC for September, at the request of the East 
Asia Christian Conference, EPS, Geneva 


EACC Asks End of Apartheid in Africa 


(Hong Kong) - A statement calling upon the Dutch Reformed Church in South Afri- 
ca to reject apartheid and declare itself "in favour of a multi-racial African 
society in which none will be discriminated against on the basis of race or 
colour" has been adopted by the annual meeting of the Working Committee of the 
Hast Asia Christian Conference, convened last week in Hong Kong, 


"We invite the Dutch Reformed Church to see that apartheid implies in—- | 
justice and oppression and leads to violence and disaster," the Committee said. 
"We make this appeal in the name of a Justice which is not our own, but of 
Christ, freely given to us all and making us members one of another." 


The meeting was the nine-member Committee's first since the establishment 
of the EACC at an Assembly at Kuala Lunpur, Malaya, last spring. The Commit 
tee serves as the executive body of the conference, through which 48 churches 
and national Christian councils in Asia are represented. Its chairman is 
Bishop Enrique Sobrepena, of the Philippines. BPS, Geneva 


i prve’ 


The popularity of "socialist weddings" seems to be on the decline in Hast 
Berlin. Of the 61 couples married at Easter in the district of Friedrichshain, 
only six chose to have their union solemnized by a government official, ac- 
Coroine tO OLtvcial city statistics. 


* + 


The Rev. Peter Shaumba, superintendent of the Katako kombe district of 
the Central Congo Methodist Conference, has been named the First african Secre- 
tary general of the Congo Protestant Council in the Belgian Congo, The Council 
represents Protestant co-operative work in the Congo and neighbouring Ruanda- 
Urundi, Its headquarters are in Leopoldville. 


) 
Ol RR 


Seventh-day Adventists in the Italian armed forces have been granted the 
right to abstain from all military activities on Saturdays in deference to 
their rcligious practice of observing that day as the Sabbath. 

EPS, Geneva 


ry P eh {7 
> ay. a LAY 
- ee nda 
: | Le if Aol. ak ape Tag 
tai Pies sae = ha re es fees. Whee sat ithe. ott, 7 (time 
aT ee aaa, rego sch ta ae ber igus ioe wtadnoaes | 
Ad wal / ow Raters 
para Rees 5 2, Mobos Epes 
© ‘ ; iz "DB a4 bas vo th ue. or ae $02 Prey fe 
| er hil iy jt met Bp may eri ode 
er Me fire bee Sisk a 29 arte 
3 vag! Wa: ANA $e a> red ‘we thee 
woe As Dag = NANO hi” «ae ihig . a Saeiee athe 
D ks deceied ue. vba fs! WEA eres 
UCR ¥ PRC LC hin iy brs ahiax.ois oe 
+ 2 £ 4 “Mit 3 a tied. £ 


hes, ie 


’ 


cue rae re een ed 
Ne a eR re ee os 


f 


, 


21 SAC sansa br qiled gh AG 


n v4 
5 { 


Th ae er 


Lsuved 


tes aia ee ; an A ian ae car | Piet tim ‘alee my ce 
- a ‘ } , 7 : sie t ' 7 - 7 : 
me tee ‘ egutte aed ] y he un SO Lay 


i »' 


ate PAs : AE iP t COB angite ‘-: se 
‘ ao Oe Sp i eek eer ‘ov ACER RPE red 
mona Y Whe ju A ysis ee | : 


ee faery, Rn ae Siok tye Go} eG? eteend aya 
:; 
3 ie home Ps ig hs Whi Catt el i Abies PAE Te ree eam Ba ae 


: 3 SY yak Ue Oe tee. 
' ak! 2 | ai sah We "€ ’ "4 avize 4 ys - ow bd a : 
ath aye Pun 


: 

| inhi . iL -o ee ot Made A) “us Oe ida art os 
d ie if . i - : . 
, . nt Hen ‘ vs 7 “at di uh us tu a ‘. dio ath es iF.) Da Kone 
Be oR Se peel ka ania t SAP Fh chee a Make. dill a 

BP Mele” | he WR thh, Go hip Rabie tx 80s fat 

ie = ‘ 
Li WAN Oey enamel We han eer | 


tm 


. 

Merah) bo aig we hk ee ee ee 2 ee 
Vie a ie ) Foe, CS irag of enngehg 
BS on oan be +f Pini aati Ay. 


“ty att ota a Ow 


yy watt avis f ans ae 
De wy 1 


¢ be r x fi, i) 
Se aL a . 


wT mer igh a sy eno ant ae ‘ pe 
Sed i: . ‘eRe esha am, 
me tage, wiped qc aee 


aeti nus pe bic 


ui 
Via oe iy hee | 
: Oe ae 3 aaah Be Pee ie A 
as. oe ical ros 
yf ae or 


Gy ai AT untoge 


\ a so 
Khe 


4 
i 


No, 17 - 6th May, 1960 ll 


EMBARGO: 
AM's Saturday, May 14, 


An Open Letter from Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, to the Heads of Governments at the Summit 
Conference in Paris, 16 May, 1960.  __ 
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Addressed to: President Charles de qaul leo a Lrameces 
Prime llinister Nikita Khrushchev, U,S.S.R.; 
Prime Minister Harold MacMillan, United Kingdom; 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, United States. 


10 May, 1960. 


Dear Secu citer were 


.As Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, I 
inform you that representatives of churches — Protestant, Orthodox and Angli- 
can — have by formal resolution welcomed the decision of groat powers to engage 
in consultations at the highest level. Our Commission is a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the Intcrnational Missionary Council, 


In many churches and on all continents, Christians steadily pray for peace 
with justice and freedom. On the Sunday before the Summit Conference at Paris, 
their common supplication oncircles the earth in special prayer: 


"Almighty and most merciful God, 

Father of all mankind and Lord of distory; 

Guide the statesmen now assembling in conference 

in the way of understanding, justice and truth, 

that their meeting may advance thy purpose of 

peace for all peoples, 

through Him who is the Judge and Saviour of all 

and the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen," 


Many people ask themselves what the Sumait Conference can accomplish, 
Knowledge of stubborn international realities and of past failures dulls the 
edge of expectation. Yet yearning for progress toward peace continues to sur 
vive every recurring disappointment. The spirit of restrained hope seems to 
prevail, and this spirit prompts me to suggest the possibility of an advance 
at four points on which we have spoken in greater detail in previous State- 
ments. 


Cessation of Nuclear Weapons Testing. In connection with the Summit Confe- 
rence, the Heads of the governments immediately concerned should be able to 
resolve in substance the few major differences which continue to obstruct 
final agreement on the cessation of nuclear weapons testing, The stage ought 
to be set for the Geneva Conference thereafter promptly to complete the draft 
of a treaty banning all tests where inspection and control are now possible, 
as well as arrangements for a moratorium on smaller underground tests with an 
international research programmc to devise more effective methods of detec» 
tion, 


Disarmament, The cessation of testing can prove to be a threat as well as a 
blessing to mankind, if the nations continue in the manufacture of new nuclear 
weapons without subjecting them to cxpcerimental controls. Any agreement to 
stop tests reinforces the requirement to stop production as a part of a broader 
system of disarmament with provisions for verification. The current impasse 
imposes upon the Summit Conference the obligation to give to the Committee of 
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Ten on Jisarmament, when it resumes its meeting, clear and unmistakable direct- 
ives on an equitable starting point in disarmament or, at the least, an agreed 
and promising starting point in negotiations. 


solution of Outstanding Problems. ‘The persistence of difficult problems, such 
as that of Berlin and Germany in the context of the total intermational situ- 
ation, calls not only for continuing attention but also for strategic timing 
of effort. If tension is to be relieved and peace promoted in the long run, 

it is necessary to heed the claims of justice and frcedom. In the absence of 
solutions which are commonly acceptable at this time, the Summit Conference 
will register an advance if it prevents the situation from deteriorating. It 
will demonstrate the ability to live with a problem today until tomorrow brings 
the opportune moment for an agreed solution. 


Living Together in a Divided world. The divisions of today's world cannot and 
ought not to be ignored. Yet in a nuclear space-age men must live together or 
face. annihilation. In this situation, the risks involved in co-existence may 
be avoided by an emphasis on peaceful competition and growing co-operation. 

The Summit Conference will make a substantial contribution if it can advance 

a common understanding of ways to facilitate peaceful competition where differ- 
ences exist and the growth of co-operation where fundamental principle is not 
compromised. 


The limited objectives attainable at this time may argue for further con— 
ferences at the highest level, Whatever procedures ensue, they should be viewed 
not aS a substitute for, but as a supvlement to the work of the United Nations. 


Respectfully yours, 


QO. Frederick Nolde, 
Pirector. 


BPS, Geneva 
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